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Executive Summary 

Temple was commissioned by Meridian Solar Farm Limited in September 2022 to carry 

out a suite of breeding bird surveys on land to the north-east of Crowland, Lincolnshire 

to provide baseline ecological data.  

The aim of the breeding bird survey was to provide robust baseline data on the 

assemblage of breeding birds to inform the evolving design of the Scheme and to be 

incorporated into the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), to be submitted with the 

DCO application. 

In line with current best practice, six survey visits were carried out between March 2023 

and July 2023 on six transects to determine the breeding bird assemblage within the zone 

of influence of the Scheme, using a landscape sampling approach, targeting any key 

habitats likely to be of particular importance. Surveys were completed against the extent 

of the Scheme at the time of survey, the ‘Study Area’, as shown in Appendix 1, Figure 1. 

The main findings were as follows: 

• Two Internationally Important Wildlife Sites (IIWS) designated for their 

ornithological importance are present within a 15km radius of the proposed 

survey site: the Nene Washes Ramsar site and the Nene Washes Special Protection 

Area (SPA).  

• A total of 71 species were recorded during the survey, including 42 notable species. 

Five Schedule 1 breeding bird species were recorded, 18 species were Birds of 

Conservation Concern (BoCC) Red List, 22 BoCC Amber List and 15 Species of 

Principal Importance (SPI). Twelve Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species were 

recorded at the site during the surveys. Two qualifying species from the 

SPA/Ramsar sites were recorded. 

• Of the 42 notable species, nine were recorded as possible breeders, 13 as probable 

breeders and a single species was confirmed as breeding. None of the qualifying 

species were recorded as breeding. 
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• The Study Area does not support greater than 10% of the county population of any 

individual species and as such does not qualify as being of county importance.  

• Using the nature conservation evaluation for notable bird species assemblages 

(CIEEM, 2018), the breeding bird assemblage recorded within the Study Area 

during surveys is considered to be of Local importance, due to the presence of 42 

notable bird species.  The assemblage is typical of the habitats present within the 

Study Area,  

Consideration therefore needs to be given to ensure that areas occupied by notable 

species are avoided or appropriate mitigation designed and implemented.   

The information contained within this report will be used to inform the design of the 

Scheme and the subsequent mitigation strategy developed alongside the EIA.  
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1 Introduction  

BACKGROUND  

1.1 Temple was commissioned by Meridian Solar Farm Limited in September 2022 to 

carry out a suite of breeding bird surveys on land to the north-east of Crowland, 

Lincolnshire to provide baseline ecological data 

1.2 The Scheme consists of three elements, the ‘PV Area’, the ‘Grid Connection’, and the 

‘Inter-Array Connection’. The PV Area is the land proposed to contain the solar PV 

infrastructure, solar PV supporting infrastructure and On-Site Substation and 

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Compounds and is the subject of this report. 

The survey covered land within the extent of the PV Area at the time of survey, 

(referred to as the ‘Study Area’) to include the anticipated development area and 

adjacent land as shown in Appendix 1, Figure 1. The Grid Connection and Inter-Array 

Area were excluded from this study as they were not defined at the time of survey. 

SCOPE OF THE REPORT  

1.3 This report details the methods and results of the breeding bird survey undertaken 

by Temple between March and July 2023. The aim of the survey was to identify and 

categorise the breeding bird assemblage within the Study Area and to map the 

distributions of notable bird populations, which includes: 

• qualifying species of local statutory and non-statutory nature conservation 

designations, and Internationally Important Wildlife Site (IIWS); 

• Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), Schedule 1 species; 

• Birds of Conservation Concern (BoCC), Red Listed and Amber Listed Species 

of Principal Importance (SPI); and, 

• Species listed in Lincolnshire Biodiversity Action Plan (Lincolnshire 

Biodiversity Partnership). 
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1.4 This report has been prepared with reference to best practice guidance published 

by the Chartered Institute for Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM, 2017 

and 2018) and as detailed in British Standard 42020:2013 Biodiversity – Code of 

Practice for Biodiversity and Development (BSI, 2013).  

1.5 The Study Area reflects the extent of the PV Area at the time of survey. Surveys were 

undertaken to allow the results of this report to feed into the design and locations 

of infrastructure within the PV Area. 

1.6 Further detailed mitigation advice will be prepared and issued upon completion of 

all bird surveys and is beyond the scope of this report. 

STUDY AREA CONTEXT AND STATUS 

1.7 The Study Area is approximately 1,074ha in size and is centred on Ordnance Survey 

National Grid reference TF 30365 13425, approximately 1.7km north of Crowland 

and 9km south east of Spalding as shown in Appendix 1, Figure 1. As the survey was 

carried out to inform detailed designs, the Study Area covered the extent of the PV 

Area at the time of survey, plus a buffer of approximately 100m, to include the 

anticipated maximum extent of the Scheme. 

1.8 The Study Area is predominantly low-lying agricultural land with ditch and hedgerow 

field boundaries, interspersed with minor roads.  

SCHEME CONTEXT 

1.9 Surveys were conducted to provide information as part of a Development Consent 

Order (DCO) application for a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) 

near Spalding, Lincolnshire. The NSIP concerns the construction, operation 

(including maintenance) and decommissioning of a solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity 

generating facility with associated infrastructure including co-located battery 

storage and an approximately 12-13km Grid Connection, the ‘Scheme’. The Scheme 

consists of three elements, the ‘PV Area’, the ‘Grid Connection’, and the ‘Inter-Array 

Connection’. The PV Area is the land proposed to contain the solar PV infrastructure, 

solar PV supporting infrastructure and On-Site Substation and Battery Energy 
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Storage System (BESS) Compounds and is the subject of this appraisal. The Grid 

Connection and Inter-Array Connection will be the subject of separate appraisals to 

be undertaken once each element has been further refined. 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND PLANNING POLICY 

1.10 The following key pieces of nature conservation legislation are relevant to this 

appraisal. A more detailed description of legislation is provided in Appendix 4: 

• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended);  

• Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); and, 

• Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. 

1.11 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (Ministry of Housing, Communities and 

Local Government, 2024) requires local authorities to avoid and minimise impacts 

on biodiversity and should provide net gains in biodiversity when taking planning 

decisions. The Environment Act, 2021 has strengthened the duty to conserve 

biodiversity within the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, such 

that all public authorities are required to conserve and enhance biodiversity.  

1.12 The Overarching National Policy Statement (NPS) for Energy (EN-1), National Policy 

Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) and National Policy 

Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5) set out the Government’s 

energy policy, the need for new infrastructure and guidance for determining an 

application for a DCO. The NPSs include specific criteria and issues which should be 

covered by applicants’ assessments of the effects of their scheme, and how the 

decision maker should consider these impacts. For example, NPS (EN-3), paragraph 

2.4.2, which underlines the importance of good design for energy infrastructure in 

design of the project to mitigate impacts such as noise and effects on ecology.  

1.13 Other planning policies at the local level which are of relevance to this development 

include South East Lincolnshire Local Plan (2019) and the Lincolnshire Biodiversity 

Action Plan (2011). 
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2 Methodology 

DESKTOP STUDY 

2.1 A search was made using MAGIC Map application (Natural England, 2023) for 

statutory designated sites relating to birds within 15km of the Study Area. Adopting 

a precautionary approach to account for potentially functionally linked land, a 15km 

buffer was chosen in relation to Internationally Important Wildlife Sites (IIWS), 

including Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special protection Areas (SPA) and 

Ramsar sites, given the scale and nature of the works and potential impact pathways 

for qualifying species of the IIWS. A search of up to 2km was made for other 

statutory designated sites including Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), National 

Nature Reserves (NNR) and Local Nature Reserves (LNR) designated for their 

ornithological value. 

FIELD SURVEY 

2.2 The surveys were undertaken by two experienced field ecologists: an Ecologist with 

six years of ornithological survey experience; and a Senior Ecologist with 15 years 

ornithological survey experience. All surveyors are proficient in bird identification, 

survey techniques and the assessment of wintering bird populations. 

2.3 The assessment was carried out by a Principal Ecologist and full member of CIEEM, 

with over 40 years experience in ornithological survey, assessment, and reporting. 

The report has been quality assured by two experienced professionals.  

2.4 The Study Area is located within a broad area of relatively homogeneous arable 

habitat and landscape character. As the survey was commissioned to inform 

detailed development proposals, the survey programme was devised using a 

landscape sampling approach to provide a representative sample of the breeding 

bird assemblage associated with the typical habitats present across the Study Area, 

targeting any key habitats likely to be of particular importance to breeding birds. 
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2.5 Surveys were carried out using six pre-defined transects (as shown on Appendix 1, 

Figure 3). These utilised roads, areas where landowners had provided access and 

public rights of way and were designed to ensure that good views across the Study 

Area were achieved. The area is a very open, flat landscape and the scale and 

homogeneity of habitats made this proportional and representative. 

2.6 Six survey visits were carried out on each of the six transects between March and 

July 2023, spread throughout the survey season, in line with best practice (Bird 

Survey Guidelines, 2023). Each transect route was walked slowly and methodically 

and all birds seen within or adjacent to the Study Area were recorded using standard 

British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) species codes. Stopping points were also 

incorporated to record species that could flock in significantly large numbers such 

as starlings, waterfowl and waders, and to avoid double counting.  

2.7 The surveyor used either 8x42 or 10x42 binoculars and a 20-60x zoom telescope to 

assist with bird identification and scaled field maps to record the 

registrations/numbers of each bird species observed. Details of the weather, any 

constraints and details of any disturbance were all recorded for each survey. 

2.8 Details of weather are contained within Table 2.1. No disturbances or physical 

constraints were recorded during the surveys (see Constraints and Limitations 

section for general constraints and limitations due to survey timings). 

Survey Details 

2.9 The times, dates and weather conditions of all survey visits are detailed in Table 2.1 

below. 



Meridian Solar Farm | 6.3 ES Appendix 9-3: Breeding Bird Survey Report, March 2026 

 

Temple 

Meridian Solar Farm, Lincolnshire / Breeding Bird Survey / Report for Meridian Solar Farm  8 

Table 2.1: Breeding bird survey dates and times 

Transect Date 
Start 

Time 

Temp 

˚C 

Cloud 

Cover 
Wind Rain Comment 

T1  

26/04/2023 05:20 4 5/8 2/12 0 
Overcast, 

clearing 

15/05/2023 05:10 3 3/8 1/12 0 
Overcast, 

clearing 

31/05/2023 04:50 3 8/8 2/12 2 
Light rain, 

clearing 

14/06/2023 03.50 8 0/8 1/12 0 Clear. Cool 

28/06/2023 04.50 16 7/8 2/12 0 Overcast 

12/07/2023 04.40 11 4/8 4/12 0 
Overcast, 

clearing 

T2  

27/04/2023 05:10 3 3/8 1/12 0 
Overcast, 

clearing 

11/05/2023 04:55 8 7/8 2/12 0 
Overcast, 

clearing 

30/05/2023 04:45 9 8/8 3/12 0 
Dull, cool, 

overcast 

13/06/2023 04.00 10 0/8 1/12 0 Slight mist 

29/06/2023 04.42 11 7/8 3/12 0 Overcast 

14/07/2023 04.52 8 7/8 2/12 0 Overcast 

T3  

28/04/2026 05:30 8 8/8 2/12 1 

Mist. 

Clearing. 

Occasional 

drizzle 

12/05/2023 04;40 8 8/8 4/12 0 

Overnight 

rain. 

Overcast. Low 

cloud. 

Moderate 

cold breeze 

26/05/2023 05.20 8 0/8 1/12 0 n/a 

12/06/2023 04.15 14 2/8 2/12 0 
Slight mist. 

Warm 

30/06/2023 04.39 9 6/8 2/12 0 Gentle breeze 

13/07/2023 04.50 11 6/8 3/12 0 n/a 

T4 

 

21/03/2023 05:35 2 7/8 3/12 0 72% humidity 

26/04/2023 05:30 4 7/8 3/12 0 80% humidity 

17/05/2023 05:30 10 5/8 3/12 0 80% humidity  

23/05/2023 05:15 9 4/8 3/12 0 70% humidity 
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Transect Date 
Start 

Time 

Temp 

˚C 

Cloud 

Cover 
Wind Rain Comment 

14/06/2023 05:00 11 3/8 3/12 0 75% humidity 

27/06/2023 05:00 11 1/8 3/12 0 60% humidity 

T5 

 

22/03/2023 05:30 2 8/8 3/12 0 80% humidity 

27/04/2023 5:30 2 6/8 2/12 0 60% humidity 

18/05/2023 05:15 9 4/8  3/12 0 80% humidity 

24/05/2023 05:00  10 3/8  3/12 0 90% humidity 

15/06/2023 05:00 11 3/8  3/12 0 85% humidity 

28/06/2023 04:30  16 2/8  3/12 0 80% humidity 

T6 

25/03/2023 05:30 1 1/8  3/12 0 85% humidity 

28/04/2023 05:30  5 2/8 2/12 No 80% humidity 

19/05/2023 05:15  8 4/8  2/12 No 75% humidity 

25/05/2023 05:00  10 3/8  3/12 No 80% humidity 

16/06/2023 04:30  10 2/8 2/12 No 85% humidity 

29/06/2023 04:30  11 1/8  3/12 No 85% humidity 

2.10 Upon completion of the survey visits, information obtained from each visit was 

transferred to a separate map and digitised using ArcGIS software. 

2.11 Once all surveys were completed, breeding territory analysis was conducted on the 

maps. Individual records of species within the same areas were grouped together 

and assessed for likelihood of breeding. For some species, the number of singing 

males was counted as a proxy for number of breeding territories where the number 

of registrations was too complex to map territories. A species list is provided in 

Appendix 5. 

2.12 The assessment is made using the breeding evidence criteria adopted by the British 

Trust for Ornithology’s Bird Atlas 2007 – 2011 (Balmer et al., 2013), with each species 

being assigned to one of four categories:  

Non-breeding: 

• flying over and not using the resources on the survey site; 

• species observed but suspected on migration; or 

• observed, but expected to be a summering non-breeder. 
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Possible:  

• observed in breeding season in possible nesting habitat; or 

• singing male in breeding season. 

Probable:  

• permanent territory presumed from two registrations at least one week 

apart in the same place; one registration must either be a pair in suitable 

nesting habitat, or an individual exhibiting territorial behaviour (song, 

display, courtship); 

• visiting probable nest site;  

• agitated behaviour or anxiety calls; or 

• building nest or excavating nest hole. 

Confirmed:  

• adult carrying food or faecal sack;  

• recently fledged young (nidicolous species) or downy young (nidifugous 

species);  

• adults entering/leaving nest site in circumstances indicating occupied nest;  

• active nest;  

• used nest or eggshells (occupied/laid within survey period); or 

• distraction display/injury feigning. 

NATURE CONSERVATION EVALUATION RELATING TO BIRDS 

Assessment criteria 

2.13 In line with CIEEM (2018), the overall evaluation of the breeding bird assemblage 

recorded within the site was assessed against criteria for international, national, 

county, local, site and negligible nature conservation importance (see Table 2.2).  

2.14 Criteria for the BoCC (Stanbury et al., 2021), which identifies the Red List and Amber 

List species, is provided in Appendix 3. 
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Table 2.2: Nature Conservation Evaluation of Habitat for Birds 

Nature conservation 

importance 
Definition  

International Study Area meets SPA qualifying population criteria: 

• Site used regularly1 by 1% of the national population of 

an Annex 1 species of the EC Birds Directive2. 

• Site used regularly by 1% of the biogeographical 

(international) population of a regularly occurring 

migratory species (other than those listed in Annex I of 

the EC Birds Directive) in any season. 

• Site used regularly by over 20,000 waterfowl or 20,000 

sea birds in any season. 

The regular occurrence of a globally rare species (International 

Union for Conservation of Nature). 

National Study Area used regularly by 1% of the national population 

(taken from Baker et al., 2006 and Musgrove et al., 2011) of a 

species (not listed in Annex 1 of the Birds Directive).  

The site meets SSSI or National Nature Reserve (NNR) 

designation criteria for birds (Joint Nature Conservation 

Committee JNCC). 

County Study Area used regularly by 10% of the county population of 

a species or the Site meets County Wildlife Site or SINC 

criteria, or based on professional judgement of the breeding 

bird assemblage where there are no published criteria (as is 

the case in Lincolnshire), taking account of the abundance, 

populations and nature conservation status of notable species 

recorded. 

Local Study Area used regularly by a species whose status is scarce 

within the county3. 

Site supports a population of a species, or a species 

assemblage of birds, notable for their protected or 

conservation concern status (Schedule 1 of Wildlife and 

Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended) for breeding 

species, Annex 1 of EC Birds Directive, SPI as listed in Section 

41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) 

Act 2006, Local BAP, Red-list BoCC (Stanbury et al., 2021). 

Site Study Area used regularly by an assemblage of birds, or large 

numbers of an individual species whose status is common 

within the county4. 

 
1 For the purposes of classification of SPAs, ‘regularly’ is taken to mean Regularly is taken to mean that the site is used 

during a life stage of a bird population, such as breeding or migration, where (i) the mean of the maxima of that population 

over five years for the seasons in which the site is used meets the qualifying criteria or (ii) the requisite number of birds is 

known to have occurred in two thirds of the seasons for which adequate data area available (the total number of seasons 

being not less than three). In the absence of sufficient data to determine ‘regular’ use, a precautionary approach would be 

taken whereby a site where qualifying numbers of a species are recorded would be assessed as being of international 

importance, unless there is sound reason to judge that such numbers were only occasional. 
2 The Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) provides a framework for the conservation and management of, and human interactions 

with, wild birds in Europe 
3 Scarce as defined by the relevant county ornithological society/county bird recorder 
4 Common as defined by the relevant county ornithological society/county bird recorder 
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Nature conservation 

importance 
Definition  

Negligible Study Area supports no notable species or assemblages of 

birds. 

NOMENCLATURE 

2.15 Common names only are used throughout the text of this report, with scientific 

names for all species included in Appendix 5. The naming convention follows the 

Natural History Museum’s Species Dictionary (2023). 

LIMITATIONS AND SURVEY CONSTRAINTS  

2.16 The desk study for this report has been restricted to publicly available data due to 

sensitivities regarding communicating details of the proposed scheme to biological 

recorders or other third parties at the early stages of project development. A more 

detailed review of data sources will be carried out at a later date to inform the 

EIA/DCO application. 

2.17 Where possible surveys were spaced ten days apart however, on occasion a variety 

of factors contributed to slightly different spacing between surveys, this is not 

considered to be a limitation as sufficient data was collected during the visits for the 

purposes of the survey. 

2.18 In some instances, (Visits 3 and 4 to Transects 4, 5 and 6) it was not feasible due to 

weather constraints or access restrictions to have a two-week gap between surveys. 

These visits were instead a week apart. This is not considered to be a limitation as 

the majority of visits were completed with two weeks between and sufficient data 

was collected on each of the six visits for the purposes of the survey. 

2.19 Every effort has been made to provide robust and comprehensive data on the 

breeding bird assemblages on site. However, the following limitation applies:  

• Individual birds and different bird species differ in their behaviour and 

detectability, and it is unlikely that registrations were detected for all birds 

during each survey visit. Nevertheless, it is considered that the majority of the 
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breeding bird assemblage was recorded over the course of the surveys and the 

data collected is therefore considered sufficiently robust for evaluating the 

breeding bird assemblage present within the Study Area.  
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3 Results 

DESKTOP STUDY  

Statutory Designated Sites 

3.1 The following IIWS, for which the qualifying species including breeding birds, lie with 

15km of the Study Area (refer to Table 3.1 for details and Appendix 1, Figure 2 for 

the locations of these sites): 

• The Nene Washes Ramsar site and SPA. 

3.2 There are no SSSI or other statutory sites for nature conservation within a 2km 

buffer of the Indicative Site boundary. 

Table 3.1: IIWS within 15km of the Site 

Site Name Distance from 

Study Area 
Ornithological Qualifying features/Description  

The Nene 

Washes 

Ramsar site 

 

12km south The site qualifies under Ramsar Criterion 2: 

Assemblage of breeding birds 

Populations of black-tailed godwit have been 

identified subsequent to designation for possible 

future consideration as qualifying species. 

The Nene 

Washes SPA 

 

12km south Nene Washes qualifies under Article 4.2 by 

supporting, in summer, a nationally important 

breeding assemblage of migratory species including 

gadwall, garganey, shoveler and black tailed-godwit. 

STUDY AREA HABITATS 

3.3 The Study Area predominantly comprised agricultural land, mainly used for crop 

production (cereal, root crop and brassicas); with field boundaries consisting of a 

network of ditches and hedgerows.   

FIELD SURVEY 

3.4 A total of 71 species were recorded during the surveys, including 42 notable species. 

Five Schedule 1 breeding bird species were recorded, 18 species were BoCC Red List, 
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22 species were BoCC Amber List and 15 SPI. Twelve Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

(Lincolnshire BAP) species were recorded at the site during the surveys. Of the 42 

notable species, nine were recorded as possible breeders, thirteen as probable 

breeders and a single species (mallard) was confirmed as breeding. These are listed 

in Table 3.3.  Two species which are qualifying features of the IIWS were recorded. 

3.5 The breeding status of each notable species on the Site is detailed below in Table 

3.2. 

3.6 A list of the species recorded during the surveys is provided in Appendix 5, including 

the numbers for each transect and peak counts. Territory mapping is provided for 

probable and confirmed breeders in Appendix 7:  

• Appendix 7 Figure 1 – corn bunting; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 2 – dunnock; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 3 – greenfinch; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 4 – hobby; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 5 – linnet; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 6 – mallard; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 7 – moorhen; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 8 – reed bunting; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 9 – sedge warbler; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 10 – skylark; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 11 – song thrush; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 12 – turtle dove; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 13 – whitethroat; 

• Appendix 7 Figure 14 – wren; and 

• Appendix 7 Figure 15 - yellowhammer. 
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Table 3.2: Notable species recorded during breeding bird survey visits of T1-T6 

Possible, probable and confirmed breeding species are highlighted in bold. 

Species 
Sch 1 

Species 
BoCC 

Qualifying 

feature of IIWS 
SPI Breeding Status for each Transect 

         TI T2 T3 T4 T5 T6 

black-headed gull   Amber 
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

common tern   Amber 
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

corn bunting   Red 
 

Yes 
Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

cuckoo   Red 
 

Yes 
Non-

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

dunnock   Amber 
 

Yes 
Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

fieldfare Yes Red 
 

  
Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

gadwall    Amber 
Yes  

  
Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

garganey Yes Amber 
Yes 

  
Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

green sandpiper Yes Amber 
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 
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Species 
Sch 1 

Species 
BoCC 

Qualifying 

feature of IIWS 
SPI Breeding Status for each Transect 

         TI T2 T3 T4 T5 T6 

greenfinch   Red 
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

herring gull   Red 
 

Yes 
Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

hobby Yes   
 

  
Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

house martin   Red 
 

  
Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

house sparrow   Red 
 

Yes 
Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

kestrel   Amber 
 

  
Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

lapwing   Red 
 

Yes 
Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

lesser black-backed gull   Amber 
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

linnet   Red 
 

Yes 
Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

mallard   Amber 
 

  
Confirmed 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Confirmed 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

meadow pipit   Amber 
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

mistle thrush   Red 
 

  
Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 
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Species 
Sch 1 

Species 
BoCC 

Qualifying 

feature of IIWS 
SPI Breeding Status for each Transect 

         TI T2 T3 T4 T5 T6 

moorhen   Amber 
 

  
Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Probable 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

oystercatcher   Amber 
 

  
Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

red kite Yes   
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

reed bunting   Amber 
 

Yes 
Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

rook   Amber 
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

sedge warbler    Amber 
 

  
Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

skylark   Red 
 

Yes 
Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

song thrush   Amber 
 

Yes 
Probable 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

sparrowhawk   Amber 
 

  
Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

spotted flycatcher   Red 
 

Yes 
Not 

recorded 

Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

starling   Red 
 

Yes 
Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

stock dove   Amber 
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 
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Species 
Sch 1 

Species 
BoCC 

Qualifying 

feature of IIWS 
SPI Breeding Status for each Transect 

         TI T2 T3 T4 T5 T6 

swift   Red 
 

  
Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Non-

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

turtle dove   Red 
 

Yes 
Possible 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

wheatear   Amber 
 

  
Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Not 

recorded 

Non 

breeder 

Non 

breeder 

Not 

recorded 

whitethroat   Amber 
 

  
Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

woodpigeon   Amber 
 

  
Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

wren   Amber 
 

  
Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

yellow wagtail   Red 
 

  
Probable 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

Probable 

breeder 

yellowhammer   Red 
 

Yes 
Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 

Possible 

breeder 
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CONSERVATION STATUS OF NOTABLE SPECIES RECORDED WITHIN THE SITE 

QUALIFYING SPECIES FOR IIWS 

3.7 Two qualifying species for the IIWS, gadwall and garganey were recorded during the 

surveys, with a single record of each species recorded in flight. Gadwall was 

recorded along Transect 2, and garganey along Transect 3.  Both species are 

therefore assumed to be non-breeders as they were only seen in flight and not is 

any suitable breeding habitat.  

3.8 Given the lack of records of any other records of qualifying species for the IIWS, the 

Site is not considered to form Functionally Linked Land (FLL) with the IIWS. 

BREEDING SPECIES 

3.9 The following section provides more details on the conservation status of notable 

bird species recorded within the site during summer of 2023, which are considered 

as Confirmed, Probable or Possible breeders. 

3.10 Background information on the status of species is quoted from the BTO Website 

(BTO, 2023) except where alternative references are cited. Details of BoCC status are 

taken from Stanbury et al. (2021). The Lincolnshire status for each species is taken 

from the Lincolnshire Bird Report for 2020 (Lincolnshire Bird Club, 2022). 

SCHEDULE 1 SPECIES 

3.11 Schedule 1 species recorded, which could conceivably breed within the Study Area 

are detailed below. 

Hobby 

3.12 This species used to be too rare and secretive for wide-scale monitoring but, 

following population increase, BBS is now able to produce a trend. Many BBS 

sightings, however, are likely to refer to migrants, first-summer non-breeders, or to 

breeding birds from distant nests. Hobby is scarce passage migrant and summer 
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visitor to Lincolnshire, with, perhaps, as many as 50 pairs possible breeding. 

(Lincolnshire Bird Report 2020). 

3.13 Hobby was recorded along Transect 1 and Transect 2, with territorial behaviour 

noted.  It is therefore considered to be a probable breeder. The hobby population 

associated with the Site is therefore considered to be of local importance. 

RED LISTED BIRD SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN 

Corn bunting 

3.14 Following an earlier, historical decrease, corn buntings declined very steeply 

between the mid-1970s and mid-1980s, with local extinctions across large sections 

of their former range. Subsequently the decline has continued, but at a reduced 

rate. There has been widespread moderate decline across Europe since 1980 (BTO, 

2018). Similar to skylark, changes in farming practice are believed to have been 

responsible for declines, through impacts on reduced seed and/or invertebrate 

abundance, most notably the lack of invertebrate food for chicks (Brickle et al., 2000). 

Corn bunting is also an SPI. The species is fairly common in Lincolnshire but is 

declining and localised. 

3.15 Three territories were recorded on Transect 3, where the bird was considered a 

probable breeder. The corn bunting population associated with the Site is therefore 

considered to be of local importance. 

Cuckoo 

3.16 The CBC/BBS trend shows cuckoo abundance to have been in decline since the early 

1980s. The species was moved in 2002 from the green to the Amber List, and in the 

2009 review met Red List criteria. The sensitivity of CBC to change in this species 

may have been relatively low, mainly because Cuckoo territories were typically 

larger than census plots (Marchant et al. 1990). BBS shows a continuing strong 

decline in England, but not in Scotland, where a moderate increase has occurred. In 

Wales, the species declined in the first 15 years of BBS but have been stable over 

http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Marchantetal90
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the most recent ten-year period. The BBS map of change in relative density between 

1994-96 and 2007-09 indicates that decrease has been most severe in Northern 

Ireland and south-eastern England and that increase has occurred in north-western 

Scotland. Cuckoos increased significantly during 1994-2006 in lowland semi-natural 

grass, heath and bog but decreased in almost all other habitat types (Newson et 

al., 2009). Results from analyses of data from two citizen science schemes, 

including BirdTrack, suggest regional differences in the UK may date back much 

earlier, with tentative comparisons made with data from 100 years ago (Sparks et 

al., 2017). There has been a decline across Europe since 1980. Cuckoo is also an SPI. 

3.17 The cuckoo is a fairly common, but declining summer visitor to Lincolnshire.  

3.18 Cuckoos were heard calling on Transect 2, but only the 13 June.  Cuckoo is therefore 

considered to be a possible breeder. The cuckoo population associated with the Site 

is therefore considered to be of negligible importance. 

Greenfinch 

3.19 Greenfinch abundance fluctuated up to the mid-1990s, but there was little change 

in either survival or breeding performance during this period. More recent CBC/BBS 

data indicate population increases widely across the UK, followed by a sudden sharp 

fall induced by a widespread and severe outbreak of trichomonosis disease. The 

BBS map of change in relative density between 1994-96 and 2007-09 indicates  

increases over that period, strongest in East Anglia and in western Britain, 

contrasted with decreases in eastern Northern Ireland, north-eastern Scotland and 

central southern England. The subsequent, disease-related decrease is ongoing in 

all parts of the UK. Numbers across Europe have been broadly stable since 1980, 

with early increases being followed by a decline starting in the 1990s. 

3.20 The greenfinch is a common but declining resident in Lincolnshire.  

3.21 Two territories were mapped along Transect 6, where the bird was considered a 

probable breeder.  Greenfinch was also considered to be a possible breeder in 

http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/latest-results/maps-population-density-and-trends
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Newsonetal09
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Newsonetal09
http://www.bto.org/birdtrack/
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Sparksetal17
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Sparksetal17
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/latest-results/maps-population-density-and-trends
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Transect 3 and Transect 5.  The greenfinch population associated with the Site is 

therefore considered to be of local importance. 

Lapwing 

3.22 In Britain, wintering concentrations of lapwing are highest in the Somerset Levels, 

Fens, north-west England, the Uists, Caithness and Orkney. The former core area in 

central England is less dominant and Fenland and the east coast now more 

prominent than in the 1981–84 Winter Atlas. Densities of breeding lapwings are 

highest in northwest England, Orkney, Shetland and the Outer Hebrides; those in 

Ireland are low throughout. National surveys in England and Wales showed a 49% 

population decline between 1987 and 1998 (Wilson et al., 2001). The 2009 review 

moved this species from amber to the UK Red List, for which it continues to qualify 

on the strength of its UK decline, which has been shown to be 59% (1967–2020) 

(Woodward et al., 2020). Lapwing is also an SPI. 

3.23 Lapwing is a very common breeder in Lincolnshire.  

3.24 Birds were recorded on Transect 1, Transect 3 and Transect 4 with display noted but 

not further evidence of breeding. The species is considered to be a possible breeder. 

The lapwing population associated with the Site is therefore considered to be of 

local importance. 

Linnet 

3.25 Linnet abundance fell rapidly in the UK in the late 1960s, and again between the 

mid-1970s and mid-1980s, but decrease has been followed by a long period of 

relative stability. Numbers have fallen further since the start of BBS in 1994. The BBS 

map of change in relative density between 1994-96 and 2007-09 indicates that, in 

both Britain and Northern Ireland, there was decrease over that period in eastern 

regions and increase in the west. The UK breeding population has shown a 20% 

decrease (1995–2020). Linnet is also an SPI. 
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3.26 Linnet is a very common resident in Lincolnshire with three figure counts recorded 

at several sites.  

3.27 Two territories were mapped in each of Transect 5 and Transect 6 and a single 

territory on Transect 4 where the species was considered a probable breeder in 

these transects.  One pair probably bred in Transect 3 and the species was a possible 

breeder in Transect 1 and Transect 2. The linnet population associated with the Site 

is therefore considered to be of local importance. 

Mistle Thrush 

3.28 Mistle thrush populations have declined significantly since the mid-1970s. The 

species was moved from the green to the Amber List of BoCC in 2002 because of its 

UK population decline and added to the Red List because its decrease had worsened 

(Eaton et al., 2015), showing a 59% decrease.  

3.29 Mistle thrush is a common resident in Lincolnshire.  

3.30 A single mistle thrush was recorded along Transect 2 and is therefore considered to 

be a possible breeder. The mistle thrush population associated with the Site is 

therefore considered to be of negligible importance. 

Skylark 

3.31 Skylark declined rapidly from the mid-1970s until the mid-1980s, when the rate of 

decline slowed. BBS data show further decline, with fluctuations in Scotland and 

Wales. There has been a 15% decrease (1995–2020) in the UK population. Skylark is 

also an SPI. 

3.32 Skylark is a very common resident in Lincolnshire with three figure counts recorded 

at several sites.  

3.33 The maximum count of singing skylark recorded along Transect 1 was 15; along 

Transect 2 it was 20; Transect 3, 27; Transect 4, 11, Transect 5, 15, and Transect 6 it 
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was 7. The skylark population associated with the Site is therefore considered to be 

of local importance. 

Spotted Flycatcher 

3.34 Spotted Flycatcher has declined rapidly and consistently since the 1960s. It is among 

a suite of species that winter in the humid zone of West Africa and correspondingly 

are showing the strongest population declines among our migrant species. The 

Repeat Woodland Bird Survey, however, using a set of CBC woodland and RSPB 

sites, detected a significant increase between the 1980s and 2003-04 in south-west 

England, suggesting that change has not been uniform across Britain. Gaps are 

already starting to appear in the 10-km distribution map, especially in urban areas 

and close to the east coast. There has been a decline across Europe since 1980. 

Spotted flycatcher is an SPI.  

3.35 Spotted flycatcher is a very local summer visitor, rare breeder and passage migrant 

in Lincolnshire.  

3.36 A single spotted flycatcher was recorded along Transect 2 on one occasion, so is only 

considered to be a possible breeder. The spotted flycatcher population associated 

with the Site is therefore considered to be of local importance. 

Starling 

3.37 The abundance of breeding starling in the UK has fallen rapidly, particularly since 

the early 1980s and especially in woodland (Robinson et al., 2002 and 2005a), and 

continues to be strongly downward. The BBS map of change in relative density 

between 1994-96 and 2007-09 indicates that decrease over that period was 

widespread across England and eastern Scotland but that some increase occurred 

in Northern Ireland, western Scotland and Cumbria. More recent BBS data suggest 

that populations are also now decreasing in Scotland and Wales and are broadly 

stable in Northern Ireland. The species' UK conservation listing has been upgraded 
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from amber to red as the decline has become more severe with the UK breeding 

population declining by 53%.  Starling is an SPI. 

3.38 Starling is a very common resident in Lincolnshire.  

3.39 Starling was only recorded in small numbers in each transect and is considered a 

possible breeder as birds were seen in suitable habitat only. The starling population 

associated with the Site is therefore considered to be of local importance. 

Turtle Dove 

3.40 The CBC/BBS trend shows severe declines in Turtle Dove abundance, beginning in 

the late 1970s and continuing steeply to the present. Atlas data show that more than 

half the 10-km squares occupied in 1968-72 had been lost by 2008-11, with the 

population withdrawing towards East Anglia and Kent (Balmer et al. 2013). These 

trends, unless halted or reversed, would bring the species close to extinction in the 

UK within the next two decades and all breeding records since 2018 should be 

submitted to the RBBP, following the addition of Turtle Dove to the RBBP species 

list. There has been decline across Europe since 1980 and the species is now classed 

by IUCN as globally threatened (Vulnerable).  Turtle Dove is an SPI. 

3.41 Turtle dove is a scarce and declining summer visitor and passage migrant in 

Lincolnshire.  

3.42 A pair seen in suitable habitat along Transect 1 on a single date, so considered to be 

possible breeders. The turtle dove population associated with the Site is therefore 

considered to be of local importance. 

Yellow Wagtail 

3.43 Britain supports almost the entire world population of the distinctive race, 

flavissima, so population changes in the UK are of global conservation significance. 

Yellow wagtail has been in rapid decline since the early 1980s, according to CBC/BBS 

and, after a shift from the Green to the Amber List in 2002, the species was moved 

http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Balmeretal13
http://www.rbbp.org.uk/
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22690419
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to the Red List in 2009 (Eaton et al., 2009). Gibbons et al., (1993) identified a range 

contraction towards a core area in central England, concurrent with the early years 

of decline. Further range contraction has occurred extensively since then, especially 

in the west and south and in parts of East Anglia (Balmer et al., 2013). The European 

trend, which comprises several races of the species, has shown a decline since 1980. 

3.44 Yellow wagtail is a summer visitor and passage migrant in Lincolnshire, which holds 

around 20% of the world population. Five yellow wagtail territories were mapped 

along Transect 1; a single along Transect 3, Transect 4, Transect 5 and Transect 6.  

The species is therefore considered to be a probable breeder. The yellow wagtail 

population associated with the Site is therefore considered to be of local 

importance. 

Yellowhammer 

3.45 Yellowhammer abundance began to decline on farmland in the mid-1980s. The BBS 

map of change in relative density between 1994-96 and 2007-09 indicates that in 

Britain there was a sharp divide between decrease over that period in the east and 

south and limited increase in the north-west; the population in Northern Ireland has 

also declined. Recent BBS data confirm that the earlier downward trends have 

continued, with a moderate decrease since 1995 recorded in England and a steep 

decrease in Wales, contrasting with shallow increase in Scotland. The breeding 

population has declined by 62% (1967–2020) The species has been on the Red List 

since 2002.  Yellowhammer is an SPI. 

3.46 Yellowhammer is a very common resident in Lincolnshire with three figure counts 

recorded at some sites. No breeding activity recorded other than birds present in 

suitable habitat, therefore yellowhammer is considered to be a possible breeder. 

The yellowhammer population associated with the Site is therefore considered to 

be of local importance. 

http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Eatonetal09
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Gibbonsetal93
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Balmeretal13
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AMBER LISTED BIRD SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN 

3.47 Amber Listed species are not considered individually in respect of the Study Area’s 

nature conservation importance, but they are taken into account in evaluation of 

the overall breeding bird assemblage. 

Dunnock 

3.48 Although numbers of this species are stable in the county, the UK population has 

suffered from recent declines (Balmer et al., 2013). As a hedgerow specialist, habitat 

loss is again cited as the cause for the declines. The decline of the species between 

the mid-1970s and mid-1980s is likely to be due to several factors, but strong 

experimental evidence in farmland areas suggests that this may be linked to 

reduced winter food availability. This reflects similar results found for other species 

that suffer a ‘hungry gap’ in February and March (Woodward et al., 2018). Dunnock 

is also a SPI.  

3.49 Dunnock is a very common resident in Lincolnshire. Dunnock was recorded along 

all transects except for Transect 2.  It was considered a possible breeder along 

Transect 1 and Transect 3, and a probable breeder along Transect 4, Transect 5 and 

Transect 6. 

Kestrel 

3.50 Kestrel recovered from the lethal and sublethal effects of organochlorine pesticides 

by the mid-1970s, the recovery probably driven by improving nesting success, but 

subsequently entered a steep decline in the late 1970s and early 1980s. Since the 

mid-1980s, the English population has fluctuated without a long-term trend being 

apparent but there are significant declines over the BBS period in England and 

especially in Scotland. The UK breeding population has shown a 40% decrease 

(1995–2020) and the species is on the Amber List due to the moderate breeding 

population decline in the last 25 years. 



Meridian Solar Farm | 6.3 ES Appendix 9-3: Breeding Bird Survey Report, March 2026 

 

Temple 

Meridian Solar Farm, Lincolnshire / Breeding Bird Survey / Report for Meridian Solar Farm  29 

3.51 Kestrel is a very common resident in Lincolnshire. Single kestrels were noted flying 

over Transect 1, Transect 2 and Transect 3, but no further evidence of breeding was 

recorded. 

Mallard 

3.52 The mallard increased steadily as a breeding bird in the UK from the 1960s to 

around 2000, especially in England, with the trend levelling off since then and a 

shallow decline has occurred over the last ten years.  Winter populations have 

however, declined since at least the late 1980s (WeBS: Frost et al., 2020) with a 37% 

decrease from 1995/96 to 2020/21. The species has recently been moved from the 

green to the Amber List on the strength of this decline in the UK wintering 

population.  

3.53 Mallard is a very common resident in Lincolnshire with three figure counts recorded 

at several sites. Breeding was confirmed in Transect 1 and Transect 3 where family 

parties were recorded.  The species probably bred along the other transects. 

Moorhen 

3.54 Trends for this species show wide fluctuations that are related to its high potential 

for reproduction and to its susceptibility to cold winter weather. The BBS map of 

change in relative density between 1994-96 and 2007-09 indicates that numbers 

have increased in England and Wales but decreased in Northern Ireland and 

possibly Scotland. Wintering numbers in Britain, which include many continental 

breeders, fell by 13% between 2008 and 2013 (WeBS: Frost et al., 2020). Numbers 

across Europe have been broadly stable since 1980 (Pan-European Common Bird 

Monitoring Scheme (PECBMS): PECBMS 2020a>). 

3.55 Moorhen is a very common resident and partial migrant in Lincolnshire. Birds were 

present in suitable nesting habitat in Transect 4 during the breeding season, so it is 

considered to be a probable breeder. 

Reed bunting 

http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/latest-results/maps-population-density-and-trends
http://app.bto.org/webs-reporting
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Frostetal20
https://pecbms.info/trends-and-indicators/species-trends/
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#PECBMS20a
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3.56 Reed bunting abundance has fluctuated without a clear trend since the 1980s. The 

long-term WBS/WBBS trend shows a large decline and raises an alert, contrasting 

with the long-term CBC/BBS trend. However, the CBC/BBS trend shows a substantial 

increase in the first eight years until the mid-1970s followed by a substantial decline 

in the late 1970s and early 1980s, and therefore the trends would be consistent if 

they had both started in 1975. The initial decline placed reed bunting on the Red List 

but in 2009, with evidence from BBS of some recovery in numbers, the species was 

moved from the Red List to the Amber List.  Reed bunting is also an SPI. 

3.57 Reed bunting is a very common resident in Lincolnshire, with many sites recording 

double figure flocks. Ten territories were mapped in Transect 1; two in Transect 2 

and three in Transect 3.  The species was considered a probable breeder along these 

transects and a possible breeder along Transect 5 and Transect 6.  

Sedge Warbler 

3.58 Sedge warbler has shown a moderate decline, though it is uncertain whether the 

long-term changes are partly obscured by shorter fluctuations in numbers. 

Numbers across Europe have been broadly stable since 1980 (PECBMS: PECBMS 

2020a). 

3.59 In Lincolnshire, the sedge warbler is a common summer visitor. Sedge warbler was 

recorded as a probable breeder along all transects one pair along Transect 4 and 

Transect 6; two pairs along each of Transect 1, Transect 2 and Transect 5, and18 

along Transect 3.  

Song thrush 

3.60 CBC/BBS showed a steep decline in song thrush abundance that began in the mid-

1970s. Short-term increases beginning around 2012 mean that the long-term UK 

decline is now classed as moderate rather than steep, but the population remains 

substantially lower than in the late 1960s. The UK breeding population has shown a 

49% decrease between 1967 and 2020. 

https://pecbms.info/trends-and-indicators/species-trends/
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#PECBMS20a
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#PECBMS20a
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3.61 Song thrush is a common resident in Lincolnshire. Birds were recorded as probably 

breeding along Transect 1, Transect 4, Transect 5 and Transect 6, as possible 

breeders along Transect 2 and Transect 3.  

Sparrowhawk 

3.62 Between the 1970s and the mid 1990s, the CBC charted a steep increase in this 

species. Many former haunts especially in the Midlands and east of England were 

reoccupied between the first two atlas periods (Gibbons et al., 1993). The population 

stabilised from the mid-1990s, though BBS figures suggest a moderate decline has 

occurred in England over the last ten years. The UK breeding population has shown 

a 25% decrease (1995–2020), meeting the criteria for the Amber List. 

3.63 Sparrowhawk is a common resident in Lincolnshire. The maximum count of two 

sparrowhawks was recorded during the breeding bird surveys on Transect 2 in May 

2023, and it is therefore considered to be a possible breeder. 

Whitethroat 

3.64 Whitethroat numbers had been stable for a few years up to 1968 but, despite a 

normal departure for their West African wintering grounds in autumn 1968, crashed 

by around 70% between the 1968 and 1969 breeding seasons (Winstanley et 

al., 1974). They fluctuated around their lower level until the mid-1980s, since when 

the population has sustained a consistent shallow recovery. Recovery of the UK 

population has been most apparent along linear waterways. The BBS map of change 

in relative density between 1994-96 and 2007-09 indicates that increase over that 

period was strong in Scotland and parts of northern and southern England, 

contrasting with a decrease in parts of East Anglia. More recent BBS data show that, 

since 1995, a rapid increase has occurred in Scotland and a shallow increase in 

England, but this contrasts with a moderate decline in Wales over the same period. 

There has been an increase across Europe since 1980 (PECBMS: PECBMS 2020a>). 

After a spell on the UK Amber List during 2009-15, warranted by the limited extent 

http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Winstanleyetal74
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Winstanleyetal74
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/bbs/latest-results/maps-population-density-and-trends
https://pecbms.info/trends-and-indicators/species-trends/
http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#PECBMS20a
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of its UK recovery, further population increase has returned Whitethroat to the 

green list at the latest review (Eaton et al., 2015) 

3.65 Whitethroat is a common summer visitor and passage migrant in Lincolnshire. The 

species is considered as a probable breeder along all the transects with a maximum 

of six singing males on Transect 1; 10 on Transect 2 and Transect 3; six on Transect 

4 and 4 on Transect 5 and Transect 6. 

Woodpigeon 

3.66 The CBC/BBS trend for this species is of a steady, steep increase since at least the 

mid-1970s. This has only recently started to level off, with BBS showing a very 

shallow but statistically significant decline in England over the most recent five year 

period. Since 1995, BBS has recorded significantly upward trends in the UK, and in 

England and Northern Ireland separately, but stability in Scotland and Wales. The 

BBS map of change in relative density between 1994-96 and 2007-09 indicates that 

increase has been very widespread, with decreases only in parts of north-eastern 

Scotland. Breeding success was increasing strongly during the 1970s and 1980s but 

is currently stable or in shallow decline. The UK supports an internationally 

important breeding population of woodpigeon, hence its inclusion on the Amber 

List. 

3.67 Woodpigeon is an abundant resident and winter visitor in Lincolnshire with three 

figure counts recorded at several sites. Small numbers of woodpigeon were 

recorded along each transect, but there was no evidence of breeding observed, so 

they are considered to be a possible breeder. 

Wren 

3.68 The wren's current UK population estimate is the highest for any species and, on the 

latest figures, one in eight of our breeding birds is a Wren (APEP4). Numbers can be 

depleted in hard winters, but the species shows a rapid recovery. The UK supports 

http://www.bto.org/our-science/publications/birdtrends/2020/utilities/references#Eatonetal15
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an internationally important breeding population of wren, hence its inclusion on the 

Amber List. 

3.69 Wren is an abundant resident in Lincolnshire. The maximum number of singing 

wrens recorded along each transects was six on Transect 1; seven on Transect 2, 

Transect 3 and Transect 5; nine on Transect 4 and four on Transect 6.  The bird was 

considered as probable breeder. 
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4 Discussion And Conclusions 

OVERVIEW   

4.1 The breeding bird assemblage recorded within the Study Area during surveys 

comprised mostly common and widespread species, typical of the habitats present 

and in densities consistent with published information sources.  

4.2 The presence of notable species suggest that the assemblage associated with the 

Study Area is of local importance using the criteria stated in Table 2.3. The species 

recorded are generally typical of the habitats withing the Study Area and in the wider 

geographic area, providing roosting and feeding opportunities for a variety of 

breeding passerine species.  

4.3 Breeding species listed as qualifying features for the Nene Washes SPA/ Ramsar site, 

may, on occasion, occur within the Study Area. Of these, gadwall and garganey were 

each recorded once, given the low numbers recorded; given the distance from the 

Nene Washes, the few occasions on which they were recorded and limited extent of 

suitable habitat, it is unlikely to provide a significant resource for teal or other 

species associated with the SPA. The Study Area is, therefore, not considered to be 

functionally linked to the SPA/ Ramsar site for these species and no likely significant 

effects would be anticipated as a result of impacts on these birds within the Site for 

the purposes of Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA).  This will be further assessed 

during the HRA screening process.  The implications for the Grid Connection in the 

context of the HRA will need to be explored further, following the required surveys 

on those areas. 

4.4 The survey results provide an appropriate baseline of breeding bird assemblages 

within the PV Area for use in the Environmental Statement. Survey coverage of the 

Grid Connection and Inter-Array Areas will be reported separately once available. 
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Appendix 1: Site Maps 
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Figure 1: Scheme, Study Area and Breeding Bird Transects 
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Figure 2: Internationally Designated Sites within 15km of the Study Area 
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Appendix 2: Designated Sites Citations 
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Appendix 3: Conservation Assessment 

Criteria  
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Non-statutory conservation criteria 

Birds of Conservation Concern  

The UK’s leading bird conservation organisations have worked together on the fifth 

quantitative review of the status of the birds that occur regularly here published in 

2021, updating the last review in 2021 (Stanbury et al., 2021). A total of 245 species 

have been assessed against a set of objective criteria to place each on one of three 

lists – green, amber and red – indicating an increasing level of conservation concern. 

There are 70 species on the Red List, 103 on the Amber List and 72 on the Green list. 

The Red List has increased by three species since 2015. The Amber List has increased 

by seven since 2015. 

The UK's birds can be split into three categories of conservation importance - red, 

amber and green. 

Red is the highest conservation priority, with species needing urgent action. Amber 

is the next most critical group, followed by Green.  

Birds in the Red and Amber Lists will be subject to at least one of the relevant factors 

listed below. 

Red List criteria 

• Globally threatened; 

• Historical population decline in UK during 1800–1995; 

• Severe (at least 50%) decline in UK breeding population over last 25 years, or 

longer-term period (the entire period used for assessments since the first BoCC 

review, starting in 1969); and/or, 

• Severe (at least 50%) contraction of UK breeding range over last 25 years, or 

the longer-term period. 

Amber List criteria 
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• Species with unfavourable conservation status in Europe (SPEC = Species of 

European Conservation Concern); 

• Historical population decline during 1800–1995, but recovering; population 

size has more than doubled over last 25 years; 

• Moderate (25-49%) decline in UK breeding population over last 25 years, or the 

longer-term period; 

• Moderate (25-49%) contraction of UK breeding range over last 25 years, or the 

longer-term period; 

• Moderate (25-49%) decline in UK non-breeding population over last 25 years, 

or the longer-term period; 

• Rare breeder; 1–300 breeding pairs in UK; 

• Rare non-breeders; less than 900 individuals; 

• Localised; at least 50% of UK breeding or non-breeding population in 10 or 

fewer sites, but not applied to rare breeders or non-breeders; and/or, 

• Internationally important; at least 20% of European breeding or non-breeding 

population in UK (NW European and East Atlantic Flyway populations used for 

non-breeding wildfowl and waders respectively). 

Green-list 

Species that occur regularly in the UK but do not qualify under any or the above 

criteria. 
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Appendix 4: Legislation and Planning 

Policy  
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Important Notice: This section contains details of legislation applicable in England and 

Wales only (i.e. not including Scotland, the Isle of Man, Northern Ireland, the Republic of 

Ireland or the Channel Islands) and is provided for general guidance only. While every 

effort has been made to represent the current (at the time of writing) situation with 

respect to the UK’s position outside of the EU and to ensure accuracy throughout, this 

section should not be relied upon as a definitive statement of the law.  

Over the past few years, three important bills have been published which are intended to 

shape how growing pressures on the environment post-Brexit (post-transition period) are 

tackled. Both the Agriculture Bill and Fisheries Bill gained Royal Assent in November 2020 

and are now the Agriculture Act 2020 and Fisheries Act 2020 respectively; and, more 

recently, the Environment Bill was passed into law in November 2021, becoming the 

Environment Act 2021. N.B. as environment policy is a devolved matter, most of this Act 

applies to England only.  

LEGISLATION AFFORDED TO SITES AND HABITATS  

Habitats and sites can be protected directly through the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended), The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

and The ‘Conservation of Offshore Marine Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as 

amended) through the notification, classification or designation of various protected sites 

as detailed below. In addition, The Environment Act 2021 and the Water Framework 

Directive indirectly afford protection to non-designated habitats through the duties 

placed on public and private bodies to promote nature conservation and biodiversity, for 

example, the creation of Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS) and associated Species 

Conservation and Protected Site strategies, and to reduce or avoid harmful activities. 

Many of these duties and targets form the basis for national and local planning policy and 

wider conservation strategies and are not covered in detail here. 
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STATUTORY SITE DESIGNATIONS: INTERNATIONAL  

Special Protection Areas (SPAs), together with Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) form 

the basis of the National Site Network (until recently, these were part of the Natura 2000 

network whilst the UK was part of the EU). SPAs are identified and classified by the 

Government under the EC Birds Directive (Council Directive 2009/147/EC (formerly 

79/409/EEC)) on the Conservation of Wild Birds) via the mechanisms set out in the 

Habitats Regulations (as applicable at the time of classification). SPAs are areas of the 

most important habitat for rare (listed on Annex I of the Directive) and migratory birds 

within the European Union. Protection afforded SPAs in terrestrial areas and territorial 

marine waters out to 12 nautical miles (nm) is given by The Conservation of Habitats & 

Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). The ‘Conservation of Offshore Marine Habitats 

and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) provide a mechanism for the classification 

and protection of European Marine Sites or EMS (SPAs and SACs) in UK offshore waters 

(from 12-200nm). SACs are identified and designated under the EC Habitats Directive 

(Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna 

and Flora) via the mechanisms set out in the Habitats Regulations (as applicable at the 

time of designation). These are areas which have been identified as best representing the 

range and variety of habitats and (non-bird) species listed on Annexes I and II to the 

Directive within the European Union. SACs in terrestrial areas and territorial marine 

waters out to 12 nautical miles are protected under The Conservation of Habitats & 

Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). The ‘Conservation of Offshore Marine Habitats 

and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) provide a mechanism for the designation and 

protection of European marine sites or EMS (SACs and SPAs) in UK offshore waters (from 

12-200nm).  

Ramsar sites are listed under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, 

agreed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971. The Convention covers all aspects of wetland 

conservation and wise use, in particular recognizing wetlands as ecosystems that are 

globally important for biodiversity conservation. Wetlands can include areas of marsh, 

fen, peatland or water and may be natural or artificial, permanent or temporary. Wetlands 

may also incorporate riparian and coastal zones adjacent to the wetlands. Ramsar sites 

are underpinned through prior notification as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and 
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as such receive statutory protection under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended) with further protection provided by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) 

Act 2000. Policy statements have been issued by the Government highlighting the special 

status of Ramsar sites. This effectively extends the level of protection to that afforded to 

sites in England and Wales which have been designated under the EC Birds and Habitats 

Directives as part of the Natura 2000 network and now the National Site Network (e.g. 

SACs and SPAs) 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL COMMUNITIES ACT 2006 (NERC) 

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act came into force on the 1 

October 2006. Section 40 of the Act requires all public bodies to have regard to 

biodiversity conservation when carrying out their functions. This is commonly referred to 

as the ‘biodiversity duty’. 

Section 41 of the Act (Section 42 in Wales) requires the Secretary of State to publish a list 

of habitats and species which are of ‘principal importance for the conservation of 

biodiversity.’ This list is intended to assist decision makers such as public bodies in 

implementing their duty under Section 40 of the Act. Under the Act these habitats and 

species are regarded as a material consideration in determining planning applications. A 

developer must show that their protection has been adequately addressed within a 

development proposal. 

PLANNING POLICY 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) emphasises the need for sustainable 

development. The NPPF specifies the need for protection of designated sites and priority 

habitats and priority species. An emphasis is also made for the need for ecological 

networks via preservation, restoration and re-creation (Ministry of Housing, Communities 

and Local Government, 2021). The protection and recovery of priority species (widely 

taken to mean Species of Principal Importance (SPI) under S41 of the NERC Act) is also 

listed as a requirement of planning policy. In determining planning application, planning 

authorities have a duty to conserve and enhance biodiversity by ensuring that: designated 

sites are protected from adverse harm; there is appropriate mitigation or compensation 
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where significant harm cannot be avoided; opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in 

and around developments are encouraged; planning permission is refused for 

development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats including aged 

or veteran trees and also ancient woodland. 

REGIONAL AND LOCAL BAPS  

The Lincolnshire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)5 identifies 17 species and as needing 

targeted action to secure their status. The Lincolnshire Greater Lincolnshire Nature 

Partnership, a partnership including 49 representatives, ensures the monitoring and 

implementation of the objectives associated with these plans.   

 
5 CHttpHandler.ashx (southkesteven.gov.uk) 

http://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=7371&p=0
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Appendix 5: Bird Species List  

  



 

Temple 

Meridian Solar Farm, Lincolnshire / Breeding Bird Survey / Report for Meridian Solar Farm  63 

English name Scientific Name BoCC S41 Sch1 LBAP 

blackbird Turdus merula 
    

blackcap 
Sylvia atricapilla 

    

black-headed gull 
Chroicocephalus ridibundus Amber    

blue tit 
Cyanistes caeruleus 

    

buzzard 
Buteo buteo 

    

carrion crow 
Corvus corone 

    

chaffinch 
Fringilla coelebs 

    

chiffchaff 
Phylloscopus collybita 

    

collared dove 
Streptopelia decaocto 

    

common tern 
Sterna hirundo Amber    

cormorant 
Phalacrocorax carbo 

    

corn bunting 
Emberiza calandra Red Yes 

  

cuckoo 
Cuculus canorus Red Yes 

  

dunnock 
Prunella modularis Amber Yes 

 Yes 

fieldfare 
Turdus pilaris Red  Yes  

gadwall Mareca strepera Amber 
   

garganey 
Spatula querquedula Amber 

 Yes  

goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
    

great tit 
Parus major 

    

green sandpiper 
Tringa ochropus Amber 

 Yes  
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English name Scientific Name BoCC S41 Sch1 LBAP 

green woodpecker Picus viridis 
    

greenfinch 
Chloris chloris Red    

grey heron 
Ardea cinerea 

    

grey partridge 
Perdix perdix Red Yes 

 Yes 

herring gull 
Larus argentatus Red Yes 

  

hobby 
Falco subbuteo 

  Yes  

house martin Delichon urbicum Red    

house sparrow 
Passer domesticus Red Yes 

  

jackdaw 
Coloeus monedula 

    

jay 
Garrulus glandarius 

    

kestrel 
Falco tinnunculus Amber 

   

lapwing 
Vanellus vanellus Red Yes 

 Yes 

lesser black-backed 

gull Larus fuscus Amber 
   

lesser whitethroat 
Sylvia curruca 

    

linnet 
Linaria cannabina Red Yes 

 Yes 

long-tailed tit 
Aegithalos caudatus 

    

magpie 
Pica pica 

    

mallard 
Anas platyrhynchos Amber 

   

meadow pipit 
Anthus pratensis Amber 

   

mistle thrush 
Turdus viscivorus Red 
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English name Scientific Name BoCC S41 Sch1 LBAP 

moorhen 
Gallinula chloropus Amber 

   

mute swan 
Cygnus olor 

    

oystercatcher 
Haematopus ostralegus Amber 

   

pheasant 
Phasianus colchicus 

    

pied wagtail 
Motacilla alba 

    

raven 
Corvus corax 

    

red kite 
Milvus milvus 

  Yes  

red-legged partridge Alectoris rufa 
    

reed bunting 
Emberiza schoeniclus Amber Yes 

 Yes 

reed warbler 
Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

    

robin 
Erithacus rubecula 

    

rook 
Corvus frugilegus Amber 

   

sedge warbler Acrocephalus 

schoenobaenus 
Amber 

   

skylark 
Alauda arvensis Red Yes 

 Yes 

song thrush 
Turdus philomelos Amber Yes 

 Yes 

sparrowhawk 
Accipiter nisus Amber 

   

spotted flycatcher 
Muscicapa striata Red Yes 

  

starling 
Sturnus vulgaris Red Yes 

 Yes 

stock dove 
Columba oenas Amber 

   

stonechat 
Saxicola rubicola 

    

swallow 
Hirundo rustica 
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English name Scientific Name BoCC S41 Sch1 LBAP 

swift 
Apus apus Red 

   

tufted duck 
Aythya fuligula 

    

turtle dove 
Streptopelia turtur Red Yes 

 Yes 

water rail 
Rallus aquaticus 

    

wheatear 
Oenanthe oenanthe Amber 

   

whitethroat 
Sylvia communis Amber 

   

woodpigeon 
Columba palumbus Amber 

   

wren 
Troglodytes troglodytes Amber 

   

yellow wagtail 
Motacilla flava Red 

  Yes 

yellowhammer 
Emberiza citrinella Red Yes 

 Yes 
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Appendix 6: Transect Results 
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The figures in the table refer to number of registrations per visit.    

    

 

Species Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6 
Peak 

Count 

blackbird 

T1 2   2 1 1 2 2 

T2 3   5   5 

T3 2 1 3 5 1 1 5 

T4     2 1 2 2 

T5 4 4 4 1 2 1 4 

T6 2 5 5 2 3 2 5 

blackcap  

T1 1 1 1   3   3 

T2   2 2  1  2 

T3 5 3 1 1  2 5 

T5    2 1 1 1 2 

black-headed gull 

T4   1         1 

T5       1 1 

T6 1   1   1 

blue tit 

T1 2         1 2 

T2 1 1   2  2 

T3 3    3 2 3 

T4 3 3 1 2  1 3 

T5 3 2 3 1   3 

T6 2 1 1   1 2 

buzzard 

T2       1     1 

T3       2 2 

carrion crow 

T1         1 1 1 

T2 1  2    2 

T3 3 1 1 2 4 5 5 

T4 3 1   1 1 3 

T5       1 1 

T6 2 1 1 1 1  2 

chaffinch 

T1 2     1 2 2 2 

T2 3 2 1 1 2  3 

 T3 8 5 6 5 2 2 8 

chiffchaff 

T1           2 2 

T3       1 1 

collared dove 

T5     1 2 2 3 3 

cormorant 

T1 1   1       1 

T2    1    1 

corn bunting 
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Species Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6 
Peak 

Count 

T2 3           3 

T3   3 6 3 7 13 13 

T5      1  1 

cuckoo 

T2        2     2 

dunnock 

T1         1   1 

T3      3  3 

T4 1 4 10 8 4 5 10 

T5 2 4 2 1 5 2 5 

T6   1  1 1 1 1 

fieldfare 

T3 1           1 

gadwall 

T2 1           1 

goldfinch 

T1           2 2 

T3    2  1 1 2 

T4     1   1 

T5 2    1  2 

T6    1 1   1 

great tit 

T1 2   1 1     2 

T2 2 1 1 3   3 

T3 1 2   1  2 

T4     1   1 

T5    1    1 

green sandpiper 

T3 1         1 1 

green woodpecker 

T1     1       1 

 T2 1      1 

 T3      3  3 

greenfinch 

T3   1     1 1 1 

T5 1 1  1 2  2 

T6   1 1  1  1 

grey heron 

T6           1 1 

grey partridge 

T5   1 1 1 1   1 

herring gull 

T3 1           1 

hobby 

T1       1   1 1 

 T2     1   1 

house martin 

T3           1 1 

house sparrow 
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Species Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6 
Peak 

Count 

T3         1   1 

T5 2 3 1 3 4 3 4 

T6    1 2 2 2 2 

jackdaw 

T1       1   1 1 

T2   1     1 

T3   1  1 1  1 

kestrel 

T1   1 1       1 

T2 1 1     1 

T3 1      1 

T5    1 1   1 

lesser black-backed gull 

T3 1 1         1 

lesser whitethroat 

T6       1 2 1 2 

linnet 

T2 1           1 

T3      3 2 3 

T4    1 1 2 1 2 

T5   1 1 3 3 1 3 

T6     2 2 1 2 

long-tailed tit 

T1 1           1 

T2      1  1 

magpie 

T1       1 1 1 1 

T3 1 1   1  1 

T4   1     1 

T5     1 1 1 1 

mallard 

T1   3       1 3 

T2   1     1 

T3 2    1  2 

T4     1 2 1 2 

T5     1  1 1 

T6 1 1    1 1 

meadow pipit 

T1 3 1         3 

T2     1   1 

T3 1  1    1 

mistle thrush 

T2   1         1 

moorhen 

T4 1 4 4 3   1 4 

T6   1     1 

mute swan 

T1           2 2 

T3      1  1 
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Species Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6 
Peak 

Count 

pheasant 

T1 3 1 1 1   1 3 

T2 2 3   2  3 

T3 1 3 1 2  1 3 

T4 5 4 4 3 1 1 5 

T5 5 3  1 2 3 5 

T6 2 2 1 2 1 1 2 

pied wagtail 

T1   1     2   2 

T2 1      1 

raven 

T1           1 1 

T2      1  1 

red-legged partridge 

T1         1   1 

T4 1 3 3 3 1  3 

T5 5 2 2 1 1 2 5 

T6 1 2 2 1 2 1 2 

reed bunting 

T1 5 3 4 8 9 17 17 

T2 3 3 2  9  9 

T3 10 2 6 7 14 14 14 

T5       1 1 

T6 2  1 1   2 

reed warbler 

T1 1   5 11 5 9 11 

T2    5 10 5  10 

T3 11  2 14 7 13 14 

robin 

T1         1   1 

T3 1 2 1  2 2 2 

T4 1 3 3 5 1 2 5 

T5 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 

rook 

T2 2 1         2 

T3   3  3 5  5 

T4   1     1 

T5       1 1 

T6 1      1 

sedge warbler 

T1 1 6 6 9 6 2 9 

T2 3 12 4 4 3  12 

T3 4 16 32 23 11 4 32 

T4    7 7 7 8 8 

T5    6 3 2 2 6 

T6    3 4 5 5 5 

skylark 

T1 8 15 9 12 13 15 15 

T2 23 9 10 9 17  23 
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Species Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6 
Peak 

Count 

T3 29 19 16 26 21 18 29 

T4 11 11 9 10 11 9 11 

T5 15 8 11 11 12 6 15 

T6 2 5 7 4 5 5 7 

song thrush 

T1 1       1 1 1 

T2   1     1 

T3 2    1  2 

T4 1 2 2 4 2 1 4 

T5 1 3 3 2 2  3 

T6 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 

spotted flycatcher 

T2       1     1 

starling 

T3       1   1 1 

T4    1    1 

T5      1  1 

stock dove 

T2         1   1 

T3      4  4 

T5   1 1 1   1 

T6   2 1   2 2 

stonechat 

T5       1     1 

tufted duck 

T3 1           1 

turtle dove 

T1   1         1 

water rail 

T3     2       2 

wheatear 

T4   1         1 

T5 1  1    1 

whitethroat 

T1 7 4 2 5 2 5 7 

T2 10 5 6 4 11  11 

T3 7 12 7 13 13 12 13 

T4    2 3 4 6 6 

T5    4 3 4 1 4 

T6    4 1 4 1 4 

woodpigeon 

T1         2 2 2 

T2      1  1 

T3 3 1  5 7 5 7 

T5 2 1 1 1 2  2 

T6     1 2 1 2 

wren 

T1 6 4 5 6 6 4 6 

T2 8 4 4 7 3  8 
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Species Visit 1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 Visit 6 
Peak 

Count 

T3 9 6 5 4 7 9 9 

T4 8 9 7 7 3 4 9 

T5 5 7 2 4 2 2 7 

T6 2 4 2 4 3 3 4 

yellow wagtail 

T1   7 1 12 1 3 12 

T2   1 3 2   3 

T3 1 1 3 2 1  3 

T4    1 2 2 3 3 

T5     1 1 1 1 

T6    1 1  1 1 

yellowhammer 

T1 1   2 3 2 1 3 

T2 1   1   1 

T3   3 2 2 1 2 3 

T4     1 3 2 3 

T5    1 1 1  1 

T6     2 1  2 
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Appendix 7: Survey Results Maps  
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Figure 1: Corn Bunting 
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Figure 2: Dunnock 
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Figure 3: Greenfinch 



 

Temple 

Meridian Solar Farm, Lincolnshire / Breeding Bird Survey / Report for Meridian Solar Farm  80 

Figure 4: Hobby  
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Figure 5: Linnet 
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Figure 6: Mallard 
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Figure 7: Moorhen 
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Figure 8: Reed Bunting 
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Figure 9: Sedge Warbler 
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Figure 10: Skylark 
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Figure 11: Song Thrush 
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Figure 12:  Turtle Dove 
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Figure 13:  Whitethroat 
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Figure 14: Wren 

 



 

Temple 

Meridian Solar Farm, Lincolnshire / Breeding Bird Survey / Report for Meridian Solar Farm  118 

 

 



 

Temple 

Meridian Solar Farm, Lincolnshire / Breeding Bird Survey / Report for Meridian Solar Farm  119 

 



 

Temple 

Meridian Solar Farm, Lincolnshire / Breeding Bird Survey / Report for Meridian Solar Farm  120 

Figure 15: Yellowhammer 
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